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the Ethiopians have turned to the truth', that 'St. Thomas
has flown and gone to the KingdorA of the.Height among
the-Chinese', and that the 'Indians and Chinese . . . bring
worship in commemoration of Thomas to thy name, our
Saviour', This is no place to discuss the historical value of
these statements; but it is certain from internal evidence
that the Nestorian Church had been established in China as
early as the seventh century. A slab of stone x bearing
Christian inscriptions in the Chinese language, found several
feet beneath the surface of the earth near the city of Chou-
Chih to the west or south-west of Hai-an in Shensi (Shan-
hsi), is believed to date from the T'ang 2 period and is
probably connected with a church 3 built in that district in
638. T'si Tsung, known as the 'polished emperor',
received with honour in 635 a certain A-lo-pen, a Persian
monk of high virtue who 'carried the true Scriptures',
The Emperor read his books and commanded that they
should be made known throughout his realm.4 Three
years later (638), a decree was published ordering the local
officials of the I-ning quarter to build a monastery for this
holy man and twenty regular monks.5
During the subsequent centuries, the number of Chris-
tians in those regions appears to have multiplied. This is
clear from contemporary materials, both Chinese and Syriac,
which are, moreover, confirmed from Arabic sources.
Moule 6 has mentioned some of the Arab authors who made
statements to this effect. These include Abu Zaid7
day. Tradition, too, associates his name with China, as is shown by the words
of Ebedjesus 'et Sinensium* and of Amru's *et ulteriores Sinas* when both
enumerate the parts evangelized by the Saint.
1  Moule, 27-3 5.    For tradition of St. Thomas, see also Cordier's Notes on
Tufa's Marco Polo, 116-18.
2 The T'ang Dynasty reigned in China from 618 to 907 A.D.
8 Moule, 32.
4 ib., 28-9.    Cf. Havret, La stile chrttienm (in Varies sinologiques,
1895, &c.), 22-4.; Parker, A Thousand Tears of the Tartars, 142.
6  Moule, 65 and 66,                             6 ib., 75-7-
7  E, Renaudot, Anciennes relations des Indes et de la Chine, Seconds relation
ou discours d'Abouzeid el Hacen Sirafien, 45, 50 and 51.    Cf. Moule, 76-7
note 97,    Like Hakluyt and Purchas, Abu Zaid had never seen China, but
collated other people's travels.    Renaudot's first Relation is an edition of the
travels of a certain Sulaiman, and the second is Abu Zaid's corrections and